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Come worship, grow & serve with us to see transformed lives reflecting the love of Christ!
Heritage United Methodist Church
Sunday, December 31, 2023 Lessons & Carols
Prelude

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Maria Campbell
Opening Prayer

Lord of Light, be with us today as we, like Wise Men long ago, continue our journey to the manger. We thank you
for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us courage as we strive to be faithful. Keep our hearts and minds open to
be bearers of your love and peace. As we encounter others, guide us to share the joy we have in you. In the
precious name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Children’s Moment

The Written Word in Lessons & Carols — Readers: Amy Keith, Peggy Knapple, Jenny Hallam, Diana Dalen
1st Lesson — Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?" He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was
afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.”

The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all
wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. | will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his
heel.” And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree
about which | commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it," cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of
it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #196 UMH

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest
in thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every
longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom
bring. By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious
throne.

2nd Lesson — Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself | have sworn, says the
LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will indeed bless you, and | will
make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs 1,2 #211 UMH

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God
appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge show and cause
us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

3rd Lesson — Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them
light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming vs 1,2 #216 UMH

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

Isaiah twas foretold it, the Rose | have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. To show God's love
aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.

4th Lesson — Micah 5:2-5

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore, he shall give them up until the
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If
the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight
installed as rulers.

O Little Town of Bethlehem #230 UMH
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. Yet
in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering
love. O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!



How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters
in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. We hear the
Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

5th Lesson — Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, "How can this
be, since | am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said,
"Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Anthem—Mary Did You Know?

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord's Prayer—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

6th Lesson — Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.

The First Noel vs 1 #245 UMH — The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born
is the King of Israel.

7th Lesson — Luke 2:8-16

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

The First Noel vs 2 #245 UMH — They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; and to the
earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.



8th Lesson — Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.”

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

We Three Kings vs 1,2 #254 UMH

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star. O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold | bring to crown him again, King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy
perfect light.

9th Lesson — John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

O Come, All Ye Faithful v 1,6 #234 UMH
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. Come and behold him, born
the King of angels; O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given. Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the
Lord.

Meditation



The Apostles Creed #881 UMH

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.

Offertory

Doxology

Dedication of Offering

Gracious God, you meet our every need. In Christ, you have given us the best gift of all. We bring our offerings as a
sign of our love and hope for your creation. Use them for the good of all. Amen.

Closing Song Silent Night vs 1,2,4 #239 UMH

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the
Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
Blessing Rev. Maria Campbell

Postlude
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