March 26, 2023 The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Welcome! We invite you to worship, grow & serve with us to see transformed lives reflecting the love of Christ!

Opening Song Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
Welcome & Announcements Rev. Maria Campbell
Call to Worship

Liturgist: Welcome travelers on the way to the cross.

People: We are learning to follow Jesus.

Liturgist: The journey is long, and the struggles are heavy.

People: Yet we will hope in God because with God, there is life.

Liturgist: All around us, people are lifeless and without hope.

People: Yet God tells us to come back to life

Liturgist: How can hope bring us back to life?

People: God meets the broken and lifeless with the breath of life, reviving us again to worship and follow God's way.
Liturgist: Travelers on the way, come let us worship God!

People: We come to worship God as we learn to Live Lent! Amen.

Children’'s Moment
Centering Song Just A Closer Walk With Thee #2158 TFWS

Scripture Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" | answered, "O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to
me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am the
Lord.” So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and
say to them, Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. | will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.



Pastoral Prayer

The Lord'’s Prayer—Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Anthem My Jesus (Wilson, Pardo, West)

Scripture John 11:17-45

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe

this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the
world.” When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here
and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said,
"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you always hear
me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Message ‘A Way to Stand” Rev. Maria Campbell
Offertory

Doxology #95 UMH - Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Dedication of Offering — Gracious God, we thank you for revealing yourself to us. We trust that you will provide all
that we need for the journey ahead. Help us to be faithful in our living and our giving. May our offerings be
multiplied for the good of your creation. Amen.

Closing Song What a Friend We Have in Jesus #526 UMH
Blessing

Postlude

Thank you to our liturgist, musicians, ushers, greeters & all volunteers helping in worship today.



3.26.23 Worship Song Sheet

Lord, | Lift Your Name on High #2088 TFWS

Lord, I'lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I'm so glad you're in my life; I'm so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way,

from the earth to the cross my debt to pay;

from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;

Lord, I lift your name on high.

Just A Closer Walk With Thee #2158 TFWS

| am weak, but thou art strong; Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long as | walk, let me walk close to thee.

Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
daily walking close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Through this world of toil and snares, if | falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.

Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
daily walking close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

When my feeble life is o'er, time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore.

Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
daily walking close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

What a Friend We Have in Jesus #526 UMH
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.



